IN THE CLAIMS 
Please amend the claims as follows: 

1. (Currently Amended) A reading method for reading a magneto- 
optical recording medium, comprising a storage layer and a readout 
layer, wherein an expanded domain leading to a readout pulse is 
generated in said readout layer by copying a mark region from said 
storage layer to said readout layer upon heating by a radiation 
power and with the aid of an external magnetic field, said method 
comprising the steps of: 

a) controlling the size of a spatial copy window of said 

copying process by varying a predetermined reading parameter in 
response to a control information derived from said readout pulse- 
i.. 

b) applying a predetermined additional pattern of change 

to said predetermined parameter—.; and 

c) obtaining said control information from a deviation of 

a clock signal . 

2. (Currently Amended) A— The ..me thod according t o as....cl a i med....:Ln 
claim 1, wherein said clock signal is recovered from said readout 
pulse, from a wobbled groove, or from embossed marks provided on 
said recording medium, or from any combination thereof. 
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3 . (Currently Amended) A™The... method a c c o r d i rig t e-a s ... c 1 a .1 me d ....1 n 

claim 1, wherein said predetermined parameter corresponds to the 
value of said radiation power. 

4. (Currently Amended) ^---The... method acco r d i ng t o a §. ... c 1. a i me d ....1 n 
claim 1, wherein said predetermined parameter corresponds to the 
strength of said external magnetic field. 

5. (Currently Amended) ^---The... method aee^ofeeg^ 

claim 1, wherein said predetermined parameter corresponds to a 
combination of the value of said radiation power and the strength 
of said external magnetic field. 

6. (Currently Amended) A----The.. method a^ee^dj^q^-feeas claimed in 
claim 5, wherein one of said values of said radiation power and 
said strength of said external magnetic field is used for coarse 
control and the other one is used for fine control. 

7. (Currently Amended) ^---The... method aeee ^d i^g— tea s....cla.imed....in 
claim 4, wherein said strength of said external magnetic field is 
varied by varying a coil current of a magnetic head. 

8. (Currently Amended) ^™.The... method acco r d i ng t o a s...c l.a.i me d ...i. n 
claim 1, wherein said control information is obtained from a 
deviation of a maximum value of a phase error of said recovered 
clock signal from a predetermined set value. 



PHNL020504-AMT-100507 .doc 



4 



9. (Currently Amended) A—The ..me thod a-ee ordi n.g t o a s ... el a i me d... i n 
claim 1, wherein said predetermined additional change pattern is a 
periodic pattern of a predetermined frequency. 

10. (Currently Amended) A— The ...me thod accordi ng t oa s ...c. 1 a i me d. ...i n 
claim 9, wherein said periodic pattern is a sinusoidal pattern. 

11. (Currently Amended) ^---The...method aee^ofe^---^ 

claim 9, wherein said periodic pattern is a square-wave pattern. 

12. (Currently Amended) A-The.. method a^ee^ding— feeas...c.la 
claim 11, wherein the frequency of said square-wave pattern 
corresponds to half of a bit frequency or an integer multiple of 
half of the bit frequency. 

13. (Currently Amended) ^---The...method aeee i**g- 4.H^as...cla.i 
claim 1, wherein said clock signal is recovered by using a phase- 
locked loop function. 

14. (Currently Amended) A reading apparatus for reading from a 
magneto-optical recording medium comprising a storage layer and a 
readout layer, wherein an expanded domain leading to a readout 
pulse is generated in said readout layer by copying a mark region 
from said storage layer to said readout layer upon heating by a 
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radiation power and the aid of an external magnetic field, said 
apparatus comprising : 

a) control means for controlling the size of a spatial 

copy window of said copying process by varying a predetermined 
reading parameter in response to a control information derived from 
said readout pulse T .;.. 

b) change means for applying a predetermined additional 

pattern of change to said predetermined parameter-; — and 

c) clock recovery means for obtaining said information 

from a deviation of a clock signal. 

15. (Currently Amended) A-The... reading apparatus ee^e^ l di^a i ----teas 
cliiimed....in claim 14, wherein said clock recovery means is ^H^^^^a^e^ 
£re r ecovefgecovers said clock signal from said readout pulse, from 
a wobbled groove, or from embossed marks provided on said recording 
medium, or from any combination thereof. 

16. (Currently Amended) A----The_reading apparatus according teas 
claimed_in claim 14, wherein said control means i^"-a^^af : rged""te 
^^yvaries said radiation power. 

17. (Currently Amended) A----The_reading apparatus ae^e^di^""fceas 
c : laimed...in claim 14, wherein said control means i^-a^af : rged""te 
^^yviries said external magnetic field. 
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18. (Currently Amended) ^~The... reading apparatus a^ee^in^-^reas 
flL^J:M§d..J : n claim 14, wherein said control means -i-s----aie^^§ i €^I---^e 
va^^/aries the value of said radiation power and the strength of 
said external magnetic field in combination. 

19. (Currently Amended) A----The... reading apparatus according t eas 
claimed_in claim 18, wherein said control means i^"-a^a^ : rgeei:""te 
^uses one of said values of said radiation power and said 
strength of said external magnetic field for coarse control and the 

5 other one for fine control. 

20. (Currently Amended) A----The_reading apparatus ee^e^ l di^a i ----teas 
cliiimed...;!.?! claim 14, wh.erein....sai ee^p^is-i^e 
com]Drises_ field control means for sustaining said external magnetic 
field until said mark region is copied^ and for reversing said 

5 external magnetic field in response to detection of said readout 
pulse . 

21. (Currently Amended) ^---The_reading apparatus according teas 
claimed...in claim 14, wherein said clock recovery means is arranged 
te"-el^tai^obtaJjis said control information from a deviation of a 
maximum value of a phase error of said clock signal from a 

5 predetermined set value. 
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22. (Currently Amended) ^~The... reading apparatus a^ee^in^-^reas 
cL^J:M§d..J : n claim 14, wherein said clock recovery means comprises a 
phase-locked loop circuit. 

23 . (Currently Amended) ^---The... reading apparatus ac c o r di ng t oas 
clai^d...in claim 14, wherein said change means ie--a^ i a^Kfed""to 
ttseuses a periodic pattern of a predetermined frequency as said 
predetermined additional change pattern. 

24. (Currently Amended) A— The ...reading apparatus according teas 
cla.imed....in claim 23, wherein said periodic pattern is a sinusoidal 
pattern . 

25. (Currently Amended) A— T;he...reading apparatus ae^e^di^e----tea.s 
cla.imed....in claim 23, wherein said periodic pattern is a square-wave 
pattern. 

26. (Currently Amended) A— The...reading apparatus according teas 
claimed : ...in claim 25, wherein the frequency of said square-wave 
pattern corresponds to half of a bit frequency or an integer 
multiple of half of the bit frequency. 

27. (Currently Amended) ^---The... reading apparatus aeee^<fe : rg-"beas 
Ql^J:^d...in claim 14, wherein said reading apparatus is a disk 
player for MAMMOS disks. 
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